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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schneider, Jr. (U.S. 6,181,236). 

Regarding claim 6, Schneider discloses a whistle signaling (14) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-48 
] comprising: 

- a receiver device (28) to receive the whistle signals / audible from a reference by 
wireless signal [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-48 and col.3, lines 26-29 ]; 

- light / illumination (32) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-35 and col.3, lines 26-29, lines 44-46 ]; 

- a control section couple to the receiver (28) to activate the illumination signal (32) is 
inherently after receiving audible signal (14) is blown from a referee which transmit by a 
transmitter (1 8) [ fig.2, col.2, line 63 to col.3, line 22 and col.3, lines 26-46 ]. 

Regarding claim 7, Schneider discloses an ON/OFF switch (20) on the transmitter (18) 
for controlling whether or not a wireless signal should be generated [ fig.2, col.3, lines 
41-46]. 
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Regarding claim 8, Schneider discloses the transmitter (18) may attach to a body of 
referee and receive device (28) & lights (32) may install in predetermine location [ fig.2, 
col.3, lines 41-46 ]; and the ON/OFF switch (20) on the transmitter (18) coupled with the 
whistle (10) for controlling whether or not a wireless signal should be generated [ fig.2, 
col.3, lines 41-46]. 

Regarding claim 9, Schneider discloses a whistle signaling (14) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-48 
] comprising: 

- a receiver device (28) to receive the whistle signals / audible from a reference by 
wireless signal [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-48 and col.3, lines 26-29 ]; 

- light / illumination (32) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-35 and col.3, lines 26-29, lines 44-46 ]; 

- a control section / control circuit couple to the receiver (28) to activate the illumination 
signal (32) is inherently after receiving audible signal (14) is blown from a referee which 
transmit by a transmitter (18) [ fig.2, col.2, line 63 to col.3, line 22 and col.3, lines 26-46 
]• 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
- invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-5 & 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schneider, Jr. (U.S. 6,181 ,236) in view of Gertler et al. (U.S. 4,314,316). 

Regarding claims 1 & 5, Schneider discloses a whistle signaling (14) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 
25-48 ] comprising: 

- a whistle body (10) [ fig.1 ]; 

- a transmitter (18) is combined with sensor (12) to detect diaphragm (40) as deflecting 
[fig.3,col.1-22]; 

- a receiver (28) to activate the illumination signals (32) / visual indicators or indication 
on TV screen after receiving audible signal (14) is blown from a referee which transmit 
by the transmitter (1 8) [fig.2, col.2, line 63 to col.3, line 22 and col.3, lines 26-46 ]. 

The reference of Schneider does not specifically mention a rolling element or a 
ball or sphere is in the whistle body because that is obvious design choice of the skilled 
artisan. 

However, Schneider discloses the transmitter (18) is combined with sensor (12) 
to detect diaphragm (40) as deflecting in the whistle body (10) when air is blow into the 
mouthpiece (22), thereby actuating the switch (42). The switch is electrically connect to 
the transmitter (18) [ fig.3, col. 12-22 ]. 

Furthermore, Gertler teaches a rolling element (28) or a ball or sphere is install in 
the whistle chamber and illuminating apparatus (36) which may include audio sound 
comprises a mouthpiece chamber for producing the forcible passage of air against a 
flexible conductive contact which completes an electrical circuit to a lamp and the rolling 
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element (28) may cause a varying audible sound signals as desired [ fig. 5, col. 3, lines 
43-68]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
have the teaching of Gertler includes a rolling element / ball / sphere device inside the 
whistle chamber in the system of Schneider for detecting movement of the rolling 
element. 

Regarding claims 2-4, Schneider discloses air is blown into the mouthpiece (22) which 
is connected to the sound chamber (24) and emits a multiple audible signals / level of 
sounds can be heard depending how strongly or softy blowing the air to the mouthpiece 
by referee; 

- the transmitter (18) may attach to a body of referee and receive device (28) & lights 
(32) may install in predetermine location [ fig.2, col.3, lines 41-46 ]; and the ON/OFF 
switch (20) on the transmitter (18) coupled with the whistle (10) for controlling whether 
or not a wireless signal should be generated [ fig.2, col.3, lines 41-46 ]; and 

Gertler teaches the rolling element (28) or a ball or sphere is install in the whistle 
chamber and illuminating apparatus (36) which may include audio sound comprises a 
mouthpiece chamber for producing the forcible passage of air against a flexible 
conductive contact which completes an electrical circuit to a lamp and the rolling 
element (28) may cause a varying audible sound signals as desired [ fig.5, col.3, lines 
43-68 ]. 
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Regarding claim 10, Schneider discloses a whistle signaling (14) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25- 
48 ] comprising: 

- a whistle body (1 0) [ fig.1 ]; 

- a transmitter (18) is combined with sensor (12) to detect diaphragm (40) as deflecting 
[fig.3,col.1-22 ]; 

- a receiver (28) to activate the illumination signals (32) / visual indicators or indication 
on TV screen after receiving audible signal (14) is blown from a referee which transmit 
by the transmitter (18) [ fig.2, col.2, line 63 to col.3, line 22 and col.3, lines 26-46 ]; 

a receiver device (28) to receive the whistle signals / audible from a reference by 
wireless signal [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-48 and col.3, lines 26-29 ]; 

- light / illumination (32) [ fig.2, col.2, lines 25-35 and col.3, lines 26-29, lines 44-46 ]; 

- a control section / control circuit couple to the receiver (28) to activate the illumination 
signal (32) is inherently after receiving audible signal (14) is blown from a referee which 
transmit by a transmitter (18) [ fig.2, col.2, line 63 to col.3, line 22 and col.3, lines 26-46 
]• 

The reference of Schneider does not specifically mention a rolling element or a 
ball or sphere is in the whistle body because that is obvious design choice of the skilled 
artisan. 

However, Schneider discloses the transmitter (18) is combined with sensor (12) 
to detect diaphragm (40) as deflecting in the whistle body (10) when air is blow into the 
mouthpiece (22), thereby actuating the switch (42). The switch is electrically connect to 
the transmitter (18) [ fig.3, col. 12-22 ]. 
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Furthermore, Gertler teaches a rolling element (28) or a ball or sphere is install in 
the whistle chamber and illuminating apparatus (36) which may include audio sound 
comprises a mouthpiece chamber for producing the forcible passage of air against a 
flexible conductive contact which completes an electrical circuit to a lamp and the rolling 
element (28) may cause a varying audible sound signals as desired [ fig.5, col.3, lines 
43-68 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
employ the teaching of Gertler includes a rolling element / ball / sphere device inside the 
whistle chamber in the system of Schneider for sensing movement of the rolling 
element. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Ehrenreich (U.S. 5,002,006). 

- Edlund (U.S. 5,515,808). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2982. The examiner can normally he reached on Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 
6:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wu, Daniel can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4700. 

HUNG NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




Date: April 27, 2007 



